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Partners
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Center's Overarching Goal & Purpose
Overarching Goal: assist State Education Agencies (SEAs) and State Vocational Rehabilitation Agencies (SVRAs) as they 
support Local Education Agencies (LEAs) and service providers to implement effective practices and strategies so that:

• ALL students and youth with disabilities experience increased:
o Enrollment in postsecondary education

o Credential attainment

o Competitive integrated employment

o Community engagement

 

• By building state agency capacity to:
o Use data-driven decision-making processes

o Strengthen interagency partnerships

o Provide quality professional development

o Institute technical assistance systems to support LEA, VR, and other service providers in implementing effective pre-
employment transition services and other secondary transition practices and predictors
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Key TA Topics!
→ Secondary Education

→ Graduation/Dropout

→ Interagency Collaboration

→ Student/Youth Engagement

→ Postsecondary Education

→ Effective Practices

→ Family Engagement

→ Data Collection/Use

→ Community Engagement

→ Employment

→ Pre-ETS 

→ VR Transition Services
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Examples of Universal TA (Take & Use)
→ NTACT:C Website: 

www.transitionta.org

→ Live and pre-recorded webinars

→ Transition Life Hacks (videos)

→ Online modules & mini-modules

→ FAQs

→ Presenter guides, videos, 
documents, toolkits, data resources, 
and so much more
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Examples of TTA (Teach & Coach)

CoP/Peer Networks & 
Pre-ETS Office Hours

TTA Requests
transitionta.org

Engaging 
Stakeholders

Planning & 
Flexibility

Time limited 
Support

Short Courses

Capacity Building 
Institute (CBI)



8

Examples of Intensive TA (Coach & Sustain)

System 
improvement 
and scale-up

Emphasis on 
collaboration 
and service 
coordination

Executing a 
data-driven and 
comprehensive 
plan 

Sustainable 
delivery of 
services and 
improved 
outcomes
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Walking the Walk of Youth Engagement

→ The Youth Engagement Transition Initiative (YETI) is providing a structured 
platform for young people with disabilities to develop important advocacy, 
leadership, and problem-solving skills; and collaborating with RAISE’s Youth 
Engagement Now (YEN) initiative focused on creating tools and resources 
developed by youth with disabilities across the country. 

→ Expansion of Youth Engagement Nationwide: YETI includes young leaders 
from 16 states and has influenced youth leadership efforts in over 30 states and 
internationally (United Kingdom).

→ Employment & Professional Growth: Eight YETI members have secured paid 
employment directly from their participation in YETI.

→ Youth Leadership in Policy & Advocacy: YETI members actively serve on state 
inter-agency transition teams, advisory boards, and national disability 
organizations.

https://transitionta.org/topics/youth-engagement/
https://yen.transitionta.org/
https://yen.transitionta.org/
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NTACT:C – Student and Youth Engagement Activities
Center Actions
o Provided training and technical assistance on youth leadership, advocacy, and self-determination.
o Supported youth engagement in inter-agency secondary transition state teams.
o Created digital resources, podcasts, and videos promoting youth leadership.
o Hosted national webinars, peer mentorship programs, and learning communities.
o Developed toolkits to guide youth-led initiatives and advocacy strategies.

Collaborative Partners
o NTACT:C, RAISE Center, and Parent Training and Information Centers (PTIs).
o State and local education agencies focused on youth transition.
o National disability organizations supporting self-advocacy and leadership.

YETI Contributions
o Assisted states in forming and sustaining Youth Advisory Councils.
o Engaged in public speaking at major conferences (CBI, RAISE Summit, OCALI).
o Provided input on policy and service improvements for transition-aged youth.
o Supported youth in securing employment through leadership and advocacy opportunities.
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NTACT:C Quick Stats
→ 29,160 website accounts across all 50 states and territories 

→ Over 14,00 people enrolled in almost 50 webinars

→ More than 532,000 total downloaded documents

→ Over 2500 TA Events recorded

→ Top five pages visited: 
• Pre-Employment Transition Services

• Secondary-Transition Planning landing page

• Advanced Search
• Pre ETS Work-Based Learning Experiences

• Effective Practices
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But Wait…There’s More

→ 57 New Products created 

→ 64 Pre-ETS FAQs

→ 63 Webinars hosted on our 
website

→ 8,609 Newsletter subscribers 
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Pre-employment Transition Services Online Modules 
for Students with Disabilities - Explore-Work.Com 

Top 15 Users
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Implications for Policy & Practice: Pre-ETS Is 
Positively Impacting Outcomes 
→ In the current study, pre-employment transition services, 

credential attainment, and co-enrollment in partner 

employment programs were associated with increased 

wages. 

→ Findings: Transition age youth who received pre-

employment transition  services earned a national average 

of $518.53 more in quarterly wages two quarters after exit 

than youth who did not receive these services. 

→ Conclusion: Findings highlight the importance of pre-

employment transition services, connecting youth to 

postsecondary credential attainment opportunities, and 

improving collaboration with partner employment programs. 
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Bottom Line - What Worked? 
→ NTACT:C tools and common language

→ Improved culture of collaboration

→ Identifying opportunities in IDEA and Pre-ETS 
funds

→ Communities of Practice and national network

→ Use of data to map and target resources

→ Commitment across partners

→ NTACT:C guidance, meeting facilitation, consistency

→ Access to resources (modules, FAQs, examples, templates) via website
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Thank You
Melissa Diehl, M.A. ED., CRC- GWU, CRCRE
Sr. Technical Assistance and Research Analyst
National Technical Assistance Center on Transition: The Collaborative 
(NTACT:C), and the VRTAC-QM
The George Washington University, Center for Rehabilitation 
Counseling Research and Education (CRCRE)
Contact me: mpdiehl@email.gwu.edu

Brenda K. Simmons, M.S.
Sr. Technical Assistance and Research Analyst
National Technical Assistance Center on Transition: The Collaborative 
(NTACT:C)
The George Washington University, Center for Rehabilitation 
Counseling Research and Education (CRCRE)
Contact me: bksimmons@gwu.edu 

The contents of this presentation were developed under a grant funded by Cooperative 
Agreement #H326E20003 (NTACT: C) from the Department of Education. However, these 
contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and you should 
not assume endorsement by the Federal Government.

mailto:bksimmons@gwu.edu
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